*    CHILDREN    *

Pit, Sheffield: "I stand and open and shut the door; I'm
generally in the dark and sit me down against the door; I
stop twelve hours in the pit5 I never see daylight now,
except on Sundays 51 fell asleep one day and a corve ran
over my leg and made it smart ; they'd squeeze me
against the door if I fall asleep again. . .." '

In South Wales a little trapper, aged seven and a half,
.startled the Commissioners: 'I have been down about
three years. When I first went down I couldn't keep my
eyes open. I don't fall asleep now; I smokes my pipe;
smokes half a quartern a week.' But as a rule the children
were 'very shy' and their money went to their parents.
From trappers, the older children became 'hurriers',
propelling and drawing tubs laden with coal. In Lanca-
shire and Cheshire: 'This is done by placing the hands on
the back of the waggon, and propelling it forward with as
great a velocity as the inclination of the mine, the state of
the road, and the strength of the waggons admit of. The
mines in this district are for the most part laid with rails.
. . . There are, however, mines throughout the district
where the old mode of drawing the baskets on wooden
sledges is still retained. The drawer is in this case har-
nessed by means of a chain attached to the sled; the
other end of the chain passes between his legs and fastens
in front to a belt round the waist....'

The passage is too low to stand upright, and so 'mov-
ing along on his hands and knees, the drawer drags after
him the loaded basket. . . . The weight of the loaded tubs
or waggons varies in the different mines in the district
from 2| to 9 cwt., but in those mines where they are
drawn on sledges without wheels, the baskets are never
more than 5 J to 4 cwt. ... In the thinner seams, many
younger children are employed.'
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